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(:UHeed | Objective  Using bioinformatics softwaretoanalysis 15 effector proteins of Brucella T4SS.  Methods

The amino acid sequences of Brucella T4SS effector proteins were obtained from the NCBI database, and analyze the
physicochemical properties, homologous modeling, transmembrane domain, signal peptide, hydrophilicity, conserved
domain, B cell antigen epitopes, T cell antigen epitopes, antigenicity, post-translational modification sitesand protein-
protein interactions. using bioinformatics software to analyze.  Results Most of the 15 T4SS effector proteins are
hydrophilic proteins without signal peptides and transmembrane domains, BspB has transmembrane helix structure and
signal peptide,except for RicA,BspA,BPE005 and BPE275 are hydrophilic proteins. Except for VceC,BspB,BspC, BspE
and BPE123,the other 11 effector proteins have one or more stabilizing structural domains. BPE043 has a superior B cell
antigen epitope and a higher number of CD4 T cell antigen epitopes. Modification site prediction showed that 12 of the 15
effector proteins have glycosylation, methylation, phosphorylation,and acetylation modification sites. Predictive analysis of
the interaction between effector proteins showed that BPE043 can interact with VceC, BspE, and BspF, but has less
Conclusion

interaction with the other 11 effector proteins. . The BPE043 protein has strong antigenicity and can be

used as a potential candidate gene for Brucellosis vaccine, providing scientific basis for the study of the biological function

of Brucella T4SS effector proteins.
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Table 1 Information about B. abortus T4SS effector protein sequences

IR=3 FEH K HILTR
gesk o GO0 e e
number Gene length ~ Amino acids

RicA(BAB1_1279) 3787865 528 175
VceA(BABI_1652) 3788180 318 105
VeeC(BAB1_1058) 3787712 1257 418
BspA(BAB1_0678) 3787397 576 191
BspB(BABI1_0712) 3787425 564 187
BspC(BAB1_0847) 3787531 414 137
BspE(BAB1_1675) 3788202 354 117
BspF(BABI1_1948) 3788412 1287 428
BtpA(BABI1_0279) 3787064 828 275
BtpB(BAB1_0756) 3787462 879 292
SepA(BAB1_1492) 3788040 573 190
BPE005(BAB1_2005) 3788461 462 153
BPE043(BAB1_1043) 3787699 4737 1578
BPE275(BAB1_1275) 3787861 729 242
BPE123(BAB2_0123) 3828185 462 153
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Table 2 Predicted protein molecular weight,isoelectric point
and instability coefficient of 15 effector proteins

Ersy BTG WEFRAGH  FRERK

Protein Protein molecular ~ Theoretical isoelectric  Instability

weight point coefficient
RicA 18.59 6.05 26.23
VeeA 11.32 5. 64 5.48
VeeC 44,93 4.97 69. 27
BspA 21.8 11. 60 51.37
BspB 20.53 9.88 51.32
BspC 14. 83 9.87 23.89
BspE 12.74 5.11 45. 85
BspF 48.75 8.72 48. 74
BtpA 30. 90 9.37 51.61
BtpB 33.62 5.21 25.32
SepA 20.97 6.75 29.53
BPE005 16. 82 5.10 40.62
BPE043 169. 07 4.88 36. 09
BPE275 26.31 9.46 44, 32
BPE123 16. 68 10. 62 40. 33
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Fig. 1 Pattern diagram prediction of effector proteins
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# H (RicA.BspE.BspF.BtpA.BtpB. SepA .BPE005
BPE123) T i I 4R e 25 44 A A7 AE 5 5 Ik, ProtScale
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Table 3 Predicted transmembrane helix structures, signal peptides
and hydrophilicity mean coefficients of 15 effector proteins

Ersp  EOI BREESH  AOKHEFERE
Protein Slgr?al Trelmsmcmbranc Hydroph'll?c

peptide spiral structure mean coefficient
RicA 0 0 0.019
VeeA 1 0 —0.305
VeeC 0 1 —0.496
BspA 0 4 0.258
Bspb 1 2 —0.053
BspC 1 0 —0. 209
BspE 0 0 —0. 382
BspF 0 0 —0.310
BtpA 0 0 —0. 644
BipB 0 0 —0.253
SepA 0 0 —0.281
BPE005 0 0 0.169
BPE043 0 7 —0.314
BPE275 0 2 0.661
BPE123 0 0 —0.186
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Table 4 Nuclear signal prediction for 9 effector proteins

EAAR BRESH 52l 45
Protein No. of Sequence Score
VeeC 1 RESAAPAKPAAPAPNQPERSERPERPERPQQRIEP 3.5
BspA I RSFRYGGKRILRITASPHAVAAGLAVGVESAFTP 3.5
STKILSAIFAFGETAAAQADAVPKRTKDE; 3
TLVKDQQASPQVADCIASGYDYVKKSKKYD; 4
BspC 5 DYVKKSKKYDRLGFTKADIAAAATSDKSAKES; 4.8
RLGFTKADIAAAATSDKSAKFSAKDAKKVSAIL; 3.5
DKSAKFSAKDAKKVSAIISVPGEARIKSVGYK 3.2
RDIPRKLATYGAAAGFELRDELDHLSNRTIEP; 3.7
- ,  DILARRHIKLPEVLVLPEMRANGAAARLIR; 3.7
P EAWTWKTAYDETFHAWSPGVLLMIEVVKNHLDD; 3.5
IEVVKNHLDDPNIARTDSCAVPDHPVMTRLE 3.1
DRLQREIARLK ADDSREMSKEKQAQSKAHKA; 4.8
BipA 3 QKSKMSELERATRDGAAIGKKRADI; 01
RDGAAIGKKRADIAKKIADKAKQLSSYQAKQFKAD 5.9
Bpb 1 RNRCKLIVVFVGDDYQRKDWCGVEFRAIREI 3.2
Seph 1 ERLSKKWAIPVSVKFWWKQNPKAQYPGKTGIL 3.3
GTLRTLSDNTLSQIADIADRFDEHGKVLS; 3
—_— ,  EKPRGWVSDLLARASREEEEAAQPKVQP; 3.4
RYRRGERNVFTRRLYTLKGQQTFDDIKRKYQTD; 3.2
FDDIKRKYQTDGEFRRAVDRYMNDEQRLLED 3
RLAETQRVRREMDEAIEELNRLRKALSRDMRQARI; 3.2
BPE123 3 RLRKALSRDMRQARILAETPPPRQEKTPSA; 3.8
RQEKTPSAAEQPLPADKNALPVEVRRAVK 3.7
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Table 5 Structural domain prediction of 11 effector proteins
Ay AR
MO 1 Gt frg R Sk
Protein Structural domain Sites o S rluc ura Function
domains
RicA ¥ — R R I il 2R 1 R M 1—174 1 AL SR AR B A R T R A A T
VeeA COG5591 HBHR Kk 20—105 1 IREAR S .
BspA COG3216 YK 1—184 1 IREAR S .
BspF N — ik 56 4 % il o % ik 224—350 1 KRR IR SR A L
BioA PTZ00121 %5 #448 9—142 5 N Toll FESZ IR K% . 1 3 BT A toll FEZ AR (TLR) W 1 {5 5 5%
p TIR % [ 4549 15 146—266 %,
BtpB COG4916 HBH K I 91—292 1 TIReARH .
e K3 _ R E N T A BB, R E A R R
SepA Mistic 5L o4 ! Y I 42 1 L
BPE005 PR A FR 45 4 45 A0 3 15—128 1 ZEE M Z A T AT b AR S R Z I 1 R E
HARE A BHRRIE 993—1144
CCDC158 MY K 1 298—831 BRI DL B AR e MR B S5 h s T RE R s A EE A AR
BPE043 PRKO07003 #84¢ K 1 1374—1486 5 B 22 R LA A% — A4 Ak 5 £ 15 A1 B O S X A 5 5 % 45 A
MlaD #8 9% K 1087 —1282 I 2 Ik DAGE A% — R ik,
PRK14965 ¥ 9% K %k 1299—1429
BPE275 GloG M9 ik L4240 . MR MR EANENEAE S KD HINERA

(orphanproteins) , X 4 37 4H B P IR 19 A S e B G s 4R T

BPE043

BPE123

2 T4SS M F A i &7 KT

Fig. 2
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ik STRING 78 26 #C0F 1l IU Ai & [ & T4SS A
KRN HE H Z 18] A BAE L B BPE043 7] 5 VeeC,
BspF . BspE j=4: HAESL , H A 8 A N Z M A7 7E |
ESEFR . HOCRN & A 10 48 11 (RicA. VeeA,

T4SS effector protein antigen peptide prediction

VeeC. BspA. BspE. BspF. BtpB., BPE005, BPE043,
BPE275) 0] 5 H Ath & (1 & A4 B AR R H A 5 R & M
(BspB.BspC.BtpA ., SepA ., BPE123) 7& 1 il H & % B
H5ZHEEEAGEIE 3D,
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Table 6 The predictions of 15 effector protein T cell epitopes

IEDB

e B R a2 ] RO TSR
Epitope HH No. of Optimal Optimal ~ Percentile

Protein  positions sequence site grade

RicA 4 ASAKHYVER 156 —164 0.18

VeeA 4 SATGAMAQK  14—22 0.18

VeeC 8 AIAAPVYRK  164—172 0.01

BspA 5 RSFSRSFRY 23—31 0.11

BspB 1 NTDGLQLSK  138—146 0.19

BspC 8 RTKDFTANY 28—36 0.19

T éﬂ]ﬁﬂ BspE 2 KLEEKIEEK 10—18 0.56

T%Liell BspF 11 SSAVIEAAK 25—33 0.17

Epitopes BtpA 17 SSYQAKQFK 88—96 0.02

BtpB 7 AVKDVNLPK  121—129 0.01

SepA 4 AAPGLAFTK 66—74 0.19

BPE005 6 RISRSIFRR 107—115 0.25

BPE043 38 AVNEYEVGK ~ 16—24 0.02

BPE275 5 RSYDAVLRR  232—242 0.02

BPE123 5 AALIVVGRK 19—27 0.48

7 SVM trip BTN 15 FPEZEA B AR
Table 7 SVM trip software predicts 15 effector protein B—cell epitopes

SVM trip
RO N i AR
Epitope )&EED mﬁ‘ Ll Recommenda
Protein Site Sequence tion Ind
—tion Index

RicA  152—171 EKLRASAKHYVERGHSFMRG %

VeeA  73—92  VKVDPETMKVVAGKVKRYGD

VeeC  368—387 ELDTASLEDELLSSLDISPT *

BspA  141—160 PMLFGSTILGAAFAVLVYFV %

BspB  36—535 MLENRQSGFKVQEVRLAASD %

BspC  94—113  KKVSAISVPGEARIKSVGY *
BAIE  popE x %

an BspF  241—260 GELVHKVARTPDEVRHAFEH %

—ce

Epitopes  BPA 1720 MSSYSSNIDRLQREIARLKA *
BipB  108—127 LDIGNWEMNRTHWAVKDVNL %
SepA 9—28  DATFADLSVLKTWYGTKTPS %
BPEO05  132—151 SRNLVELIGQIEQVAPRLAN

BPE043 1355—1374 EQINALKELAEIVNKSGRLV *
BPE275 78—97  SYSFMHGSFAHIAVNMIWLA *
*

BPE123 124—143 EQPLPADKNALPVEFVRRAVK
BABl 2005 ['\BABl e

BAB1_0678

BAB1_1275
BAB1_ 1;58 O

BAB1_1043 BABl _0712

0123

mBABl 0847 e
| J BAB1_0279

\—/: BAB1 0756 O

BAB1_1492
BAB1_1279

£ BAB1_1948 O
6 L :BABl_IGSZ

3 T4SS MM E B E M EERMN

Fig.3 Interaction prediction among T4SS effector proteins

x8 ISHYPEEAREEMRREKBEEFTN
Table 8 Predicted antigenicity and number of antigenic peptides
for 15 effector proteins

U 2 b B
Protein Antigenicity Antigenic peptides
RicA 0. 4257 6
VeeA 0. 7590 6
VeeC 0.5338 15
BspA 0.4267 5
BspB 0.5333 7
BspC 0.5927 6
BspE 0. 6556 5
BspF 0. 4092 15
BtpA 0.5743 9
BtpB 0. 4664 10
SepA 0. 6666 7
BPE005 0.1503
BPE043 0.5167 56
BPE275 0. 5645 5
BPE123 0. 3607 6

TEHURME=>0. 4 T BE PSR .

F 915 M E A MEHNL G ST
Table 9 Predicted Modification Sites for 15 Effector Proteins

O E *E%Ttﬁité'l ﬁ?’?l’—‘iﬁ%{ﬁé} Eﬁ%ﬂ:{ﬁ.ﬁ Z@ﬁﬂtﬁﬁ
Protein Glyco.sylatlon Phospborylatlon Mctbylatlon Acctlylatlon
sites sites sites sites
RicA 9 2 2
VeeA 4 1 3 7
VeeC 11 8 6 10
BspA 2 10 0 4
BspB 4 1 1 2
BspC 1 5 3 19
BspE 2 2 3 8
BspF 13 11 9 14
BipA 3 10 5 31
BipB 10 5 7 11
SepA 2 6 4 16
BPE005 2 4 0 0
BPE043 17 49 26 49
BPE275 5 4 1 1
BPE123 1 1 0 4
SRR

AT B TCTE TASS 43 Wb 1 3500 B 12 A 6 [Q I & 15
S0 M Y B, 7 A 6 [ B I B oY A A RN A R R A
HEEAEH . B WS R A R RN R A 15
filt, VeeA Fil VeeC J2& fie i %558 H 19 1 &[G T4SS 1Y
ROV R Y WEAE & B, A G Tl g T4SS 4
0N B 1 2 5 PR 1 2 40 ) B e i B2 L RicA 7T
5 NEH Rab2GTpase 1 EAEH . 7E Hela 40 T B G2 iR
5 rpopl e S ) BCV B A, H RicA i 2 B 48 A
£ TG A i P 38 7 e I 20 AN 2R P
A BspA .BspB.BspC.BspF.BspE fi4 43 i 34t 4 i T
IV RIS R G2 L HA & IR R0 8 11 BspA . BspB,
BspF fig % 110 il 155 35 40 g v 3 6 28 1 9 4 006 i fi 1 H



POE OB R AW F A&

Journal of Pathogen Biology

2024 47 H
Jul. 2024,

W19 B 7
Vol. 19.No. 7

+ 805 -

ELURAE FH B ML 1 A B . % B0 BspB 5 I 41 il 9
SN UL EE AT L TR D L A A v TN Y BspB 2
S P Sl S S ST T VAN N O VARG 7
PEE G B Z A BURIK A 24 B B 7 A5 SR K
PEEE L 9 0 G AT DAk I AT A A R 0 . 2 B A
SR BT R E o B R S A R T 2 AR T
RE » AE 1% 52 Mol 7 B EC B 7E BILAA 9 19 52 1 R A7

BtpA FEJR Y I ol B 4 T E N, T £
Toll BE5Z 14 (Toll-like receptors, TLRs) {55, 53
W2 AR 40 M (dendritic cells, DC) B 2 s 20 , 1 11 410
£ 98 4 L DX 19 43 9 52 ) NF-xB A5 5 3l 3% 19 3
T2 R A R P R T 1 R
YLy B o H B AR 5T TN R Y TASS &0 8
HA Toll ¥t % 1k %45 # Bk, M BPE123, BPE00S5,
BPE275 fl BPE043 /£ T4SS 23 Wit 1E i1k
AR, RS B 58 & B BPE123 3
DL ) 5k 2R N S i) A 5 EC BT 114 M4 A0 2B K (R I A - [
T H P 25 48 fiE 77 s BPE043 Fl BPE123 A 3 i 5 i 240
i 1 338 T R W A 6 TG T B B P AR A s 0 A R A
PRI H BPEO43 S A 4 [C B 9 A bt I, 5 1 T 40
I AZE R A0 B S [ AT 22 A B A s FL O
e 5 VceC.BspF.BspE &4 HAE, Mok, ¥ i
ST BT JE— A5 IF 52 BPE043 3 P 1 Bl 2k Ak % 2
R A A 5 EC B 19 B 7 . BB AZ 40 1 BPEO43 W] E b #ii
RIS TE R B R S 1A

L5 FRTIR X 15 A [ T4SS 43 W 1 24
IR RS e M B X AF SRR L LK P B g R
SAEYE B AE S BT U, & B BPE043 1] {E S i & [
TR 114 i 39 0 SR A57 26 1, o0 A 45 ECBR T4SS 00 2 11 1Y
Jo SEMF T B T R RS W B R B B & B 8 R SR K
¥ .
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