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Functional identification and bioinformatics analysis of antimicrobial peptide CeAP1 from scorpion
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Objective To obtain the cDNA coding for the antimicrobial peptide CeAP1 from scorpion venom and
identify its biological activity. =~ Methods In this study. we identified a novel short-chain antimicrobial peptide gene
CeAP1 from the bark scorpion Centruroides exilicauda genome by bioinformatics analysis,its mature peptide is composed
of 17 amino acid residues, and its secondary structure is a-helix, is a natural cationic a-helical antimicrobial peptide
(CaAMP). The structure analyses were conducted by using software and tools online. Then,the peptide were synthesized
accordingly and its biological activities will be verified. = Results Antimicrobial assay showed that CeAP1 is able to
potently inhibit the growth of the tested Staphylococcus aureus and Bacillus megaterium with the minimal inhibitory
concentration (MIC) values of 16. 0 pmol/L and 32. 0 pmol/L, respectively; especially that CeAP1 has bacteriostatic
activity against clinically isolated multiple drug resistance Gram-positive bacteria, such as vancomycin-resistant
Enterococcus (VRE) and methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) strains with the MICs 16. 0 pmol/L and
32.0 pmol/L,respectively,and has low hemolysis of human red blood cells. In addition,we found that at a concentration
of 4 X MIC,CeAP1 completely killed all the cultured MRSA 16436 strain within 15 minutes. Conclusion CeAP1 has
the activity against multi-drug resistant (MDR) bacteria and may be used for the treatment of MDR bacteria infection in
drug development.which has potential medicinal value.
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N2 B T AR 3R B (0 D B A 7 A i A
RGP, UT AR R IS A T 24 K 22 i 2Y
(multidrug-resistant, MDR) B 5| 2 i) B e & | 3 I
T, PAGTE PO R 25 0 51 0 R B 4R 38 1
St B 70 3 AFETSL B 2050 4F, 2 EH 25 IR G T
BoAEk 1000 J5 AFET T FEY 4R VG AR 4 B €08 4 Bk
B ( methicillin-resistant  Staphylococcus aureus
MRSA) i —Fift A J 5k 0 5 Js 5 B 1) o DL 2 A T ()
P, 2 1 PR L 1) 22 R 24 s 0 B 4 3K B 1 S g
A EEOR R . H AT MRSA %5 £ 51 24 5 B A%
Shy L R N S A B 2 4 T A B S 3 T A R, i
B IF A B A A L2 S PR 2590 . LA SE i 22 T
24 T 1) A% 1 LA S AR it 24 T R e S B SE T

i Ik Cantimicrobial peptides, AMPs)YE 4 )
TR R A 9% 22 48 1Y O B 20 U 40, J2 3l H i 10~ 100
A BEEIR R B L — R B A, B o IR FRIE
IR T 2 T B 22 R0 1 X AN T LT R R A
A AR SRR 3 B I SR Y. KRR
IR BA IR P AL R P B Y)
o g I 7 A 2 P S A L R BEAEL AR LB R R L B
AR HT 5. 53 8h . U IR R A R 50 R S5 A A
BT T8 AR R R TT OB BT 25 W 0 32 R AR
KW . Song B IE & B, M8 B AT A Ik GK-19 B
AT AR 58 BRI L 5 IR R AamAPT(MIC {H 2 >
20.0 pmol/L) A b, X5 &5 22 B M 40 7 K W 3% A&
(Escherichia coli ), i & 70 & 1A W ( Klebsiella
pneumoniae) M &g AT B (Pseudomonas aeruginosa)
) MIC {54 %14 3. 0.5.0 Al 5.0 pmol/L; X} # > fH
P 2615 BR B (Enterococcus faecalis) Fll MRSA )
MIC {543 51 3. 0 pmol/L #1 5. 0 pmol/L. GK-19
X 0ty L 50 4 20 L JE#E M U IS MR, BLAE R R
FaEME R . 75 MRSA i T 19 /N Bl IR %2 05 B AL v
GK-19 WoRih B EF WP Mm-S EM. Bk, $uE ik
(9T & AN I 9 © 48 iR 32 0TI O T ) A A AR
AL AR B g R A R VS A RE AR K 8 (Centruroides
exilicauda) B BAE , Ui P15 2] 1 A8 9 55 B
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FAEYIEPE R AR Y5 B T H A 45 M {5 B M 3
AEAFAE AT T 43 B S5 R R

MBI ERE
1 ##
1.1 #RXAHx &8O EBRE (Staphylococcus
aureus) s B R KT B (Bacillus megaterium) » K

B#&W (E. coli DH5a) B B8 I #T B ( Enterobacter
cloacae) W v [ HiL 780 5% J5 9 48 58 P O 5 I PR 40 B8 Bk

Z #2578 VRE E156 , VRE E161 Fl MRSA 16436,
MRSA 16559 1 3t 57 8] B B B 42 it
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B Z K FN R C. exilicauda R H B 5 4T tBlastx
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2.2 — & %1% (circular dichroism spectra, CD) %
Mkl R % pkwy =k E M IR TE S R T AT K
& ZE R 200 pL 19 ddH, O FIE A 30%.70% =9 & BE
(TFE) ) KP buffer, Il & & ¥ 4 100 pg/mL £
JRAE G FE 190~260 nm 4 78 [ A A9 B = (a3, AT
(CEIIE 2N/ o Rl /7 o

2.3 tRohEaE®RMNE R Sinha 7RIk
Frod it . RAE NGB B LLANAE . ] 0. 852 NaCl #
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0B WA O A E S 0.85% NaCl Y A
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2.4 FARCIOIE R FREMNE RE XuEY K
SEEG T FE SR PO % LU A R A I KT A AR A
BRI (MIC A . R 55 3% 2 00 8502 4 300 40 w7 40 7t B
# LB B3R B E BN 10° ~10° CFU/mL 8 & &K .
R I A LU R R 0k 0 22 KR B2 A B I Mk B2 Oy
64.0 % 2.0 pmol/L iy 100 pl. Z 51 B R 55 28 vh i, 4%
JEIMAE] 96 LG bR AR L BRI SRR R DL b TR
W, T 37 CHEFRLL 150 r/min ¥R % 15 3% 18 h, B br
PG 5E Agso 1EL» 15 22 OGS [R] B iR 19 MIC {A,

2.5 SAREE-FEWEAMNE R Yuen R
B AR . B2 MRSA 16436 5 F LB 5 5%
Hrf T 37 C 4 ETFLL 150 r/min 38 3% 15 55 2 % 504
KW (M RE 5 X10°~1X 10" CFU/mL), fE%
A AR T UM Z RIS B LW E N 1< .2
X 4 XMIC, ¥ 5 k22 55 5% . AN [ BT ] 45 (0.5,
15,30 1 60 min) , WA G i HLH 100 pL BB
1000 g B0 5 min, 4% L3, 100 pL LB B3R 3L &
BULVE B BE G RS IR A T LB BRSE M, 37 °C B 5%
12~18 h, IHE Rt L BB V& 5. DL 2 IKPE
T Ay A A s LAAS T[] B (] 5 200 T 3 50 0 %k 0k 9 4
o 22 il i [ - 9 SO B 2. iR 56 DL 1 X MIC 3k 7
WIE iy Ak 3 1Y 200 TR A S BH PR X R

2.6 Fk5 DNA £4-K% ZMIEE A 105k
B, FHEER PR I6 X K 5 DNA B 25 4 #6478
PERIERHT. £KS DNA M45 4 DNA 7EH 3%
R B S sZ2 BI B . ¥ 250 ng 19 S. aureus A
H DNA 5 A 6] ¥ FE 19 2 ik (0. 2,0. 5.1. 0 #l 2. 0
pmol/IDTEZE IR T H 10 min, 45 51K R H 10 pL.
A 2 pL 9 LREGE v e - FH 0. 8 %6 35t i ARl vk T FL Uk
3T DNA TERAE A . HIEE R A8 A0 % 6 15 BHL i 17
L IEHI BRI SR ZE R L K LR Vs H R H (BSA) &b
HGH S. aureus 3L ZH DNA VE Ky BHPE X &,

&g R

1 CeAPl1 WEWERZSM

1.1 CeAPl AR 4 ¥ 55 44 H BmKbl fifk
FH 8 RF A, ¥ C. exilicauda ¥ 5 K i3k 47
thlastn #3 R K5 — 45 5 BmKb1 # w5 51 [8] I 14 1Y
cDNA J#51] CSCU008282 (& 1), H K By 690
W2 B, — B R B 225 bp 19 FF 55 ) 332 4E L 5 v
A —BAK Ny 379 bp MAEGRASIX (5" UTR) A 3 Ui A7
— B R 86 bp MRS X (3" UTR) . 2 TR R
A5 5 (AATAAA) L FL LB F R UiF 78 bp Ak,

>CeAP1_C. exilicauda

5'-AATCTTACTGTTTGAATTGTATCGTAGTTTATAAATAATTTTATAAACTACGATACAATTA
GACGTTACCATTAGACGTTATTAGTTTACGATGAAAAACTACGTAAAAGGCCCCAATTTTCTGTGCTAAGGGGCCGAA
AAGGTCTTAATCCGCCACTGGTAATGGGCCCTTGAGCCACTAAAAAACACTAAATCATTTTACAATTCGTTCAAGTAA
AATAAAATATAGTCTATAGATTTTGATTTAAAACTCAATATTAAAAAAAATTGGAAAACAATAAAATTAATATTCCATTT
CTAAGTTTTAAAGGCTAAATAATAAAAAATGAAATATATATTACTTTTTTTTTAGATCCGGAAAGCTCCCTAATTCCACA

=22 =20 -15 -10 -5 -1+l
AG ATG CAA ATA AAA CAT CTT ATT GTT GTC TTC TTT GTC GTT TTG ATC GTT GCT GAT CAC TGC CAT GCC TTC

M_Q I K H L 1 V V F F V V L I V A D H C H A F
45 10 +15 +20
TTT GGC TTAATT CCT GGT TTG GTA GGT AGT CTG ATT TCT GCA TTT AAG GGT AGA AGG AAA CGA GAC TTG
F G LI PG LV G S L 1 s A F K KRN
+25 +30 +35 +40

ACC GCA CAA TTG AAC CAA TAT AGA CAT CTG CAG AAA CGT GAG GCA GAA GAA TTC AGA GAA TTT TTG GAC
T A O C N Ol Y R H N L O KIRINE AT E N ERN FN R ESN RN Dl

+50 +52

AAT CTG CCG ATT TAT TAA CTTAGTTAAAGCACTGAAATTATAATAATAATAGGACTGCTACTTTGAAATGAACTCACT
end

GTATTTTATTTTTAAACAATAAAACA poly(4) 3'

Bl 1 Bk CeAPl cDNA FHIR HEBEONEERF T
Fig. 1 Nucleotide sequence of the cDNA encoding the precursor of CeAP1

1.2 CeAPl & A8 53] 5 # CeAP1 I cDNA J¥
B TF I 12 HE G i K 3 Sk 74 A B0k TR A 3k 114 I R K
(1), CeAPI HijfA& KT 5142 & 1555 A (&1 1 F R4k
PR LK & 1 AR R D AR R (B 1 R bR
WO FEF) A 22,17 F 35 DR FERR AR KL ., TE
CeAP1 BB IT 51 C A wig H AT B AL 1 B 28 5 1 i
55 (GRR) . Hi G AR 2R o Ik e fh 20 i 4 1
PHIME S RR J& R KA U1 %5 5, UL W] CeAPL By 1L
K C R 2 B mE Ak .

Tl Ce AP B4R K F 51 HAE 5 Bk, AT 5 BKAY
YIEI s F 256 22 23 S E Mz m (B 2), 8 F
— PP ARG I PE B . T CeAPL 2 RS A 5 15
X IR 3), HiZZ I8 TSR . AL SWISS-
MODEL 7 £ [f] J§ Z B0 F 7 CeAPL B = 44514 ,
RME 4B, C, 5 R ER L, 5 H %
S5 P TIIN A5 SR (B 4A) — 3K,

SignalP 6.0 prediction: Sequence

2 CeAP1 BI{KEKFF 5145 S ATl
Fig.2 Prediction of signal peptide of CeAP1
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Fig.3 Prediction of transmembrane region of CeAP1
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A Secondary structure B Cartoon structure C Surface structure

Fig. 4 3D structure and secondary structure of precursor of CeAP1

1.3 CeAPl R # R E ALK R CeAP1 (¥4 FFG
LIPGLVGSLISAFK-N H2) J& i1 17 A% 5 iR 5k 5t 41
BB ES T Z k. 75 pHAAE R 7 Y5545 T B H fr o +
2, Horp— AN IE LAl BERE AL Y C R g 43k, o5 — N IE
HLT 2 ki me M R R OB A R (KO 2 it
ProtParam Tl CeAP1 A% 43 it £ T 0 {f 1 52 I
SA5IN 1 766,16 ku A1 1 765. 19 ku, ZFHL 5 0 8. 75,
FWZZ KON e 2 Ik AR E RECH-6. 12, BF 2
SE KM {8 (Grand average of hydropathicity, GRAVY)
91,56, B KH N 0.568 pH., NEEE B KMEE A,
F£ NCBI MIHL T IR E e 5 APD3 Hi, L CeAPL 2
JK 271 R B AR A 2 3 29 250 35 R 2 K7 41 L H R
FRFP IS BE 34 O 17~ 19 A~ BE M Ak 3L, i  J ik FH
THURR K . X H ORI ) [R] P PR AT L X, 4 2R A
K 5A, M C.exilicauda 57 B W) CeAP1 5 Stigmurin
(R W T Tityus stigmurus )™ . ToAP1 ( Tityus
obscurus )" . TsAP-2/TcAP4 ( Tityus serrulatus/
CYLIPL-yc-2
buchari)'™* | Mucroporin ( Lychas mucronatus )™ |
TsAP-1(T. serrulatus)""" \ ToAP3(T. obscurus)"" |
AamAP1 (Androctonus amoreuxi )™, POCI89 (L.
mucronatus )" Fl ToAP4/TcAP6 (T. obscurus/T.
costatus) " 2 1a] fy [R5 PR B 64, 0% ~ 50, 0%,
CeAP1 5 AamAP2 (R W T A. amoreuxi )",
AcrAP1 ( Androctonus crassicauda )", BmKbl
( Mesobuthus martensii )=
maculatus)™" . TeAP5 (T. costatus )", ABR21077
( Mesobuthus ) AcrAP2 « A.

martensii )Y,

Tityus  costatus )/ ( Lychas

. Imcroporin ( Isometrus

eupeus
crassicauda )", BmKb2 ( M.
Androcinl8-3 ( Androctonus bicolor )™ . AaeAP1
(Androctonus aeneas)™ | AaeAP2 (A. aeneas)"™ |
Ctriporin ( Chaerilus tricostatus )" . Megicin-18
( Mesobuthus — gibbosus )", Meucin-18 ( M.
eupeus )™ . Marcin-18 ( M. martensii )", La39
( Liocheles australasiae )™ . Uy234 ( Urodacus

yaschenkoi )™, ( Opistophthalmus

glabrifrons)"" Ml Um2 (U. manicatus )™ Z 6] A
45.0%0~9. 00 Ky [A IR . fi Al 1, CeAPT J2 M C.
exilicauda ) cDNA SCPE i 356 H 1) — A 87 19 4 4
PHES 7 22 Ik 0 B AT U 6 1 . 5 90 DR sy Pk 23 A (&
5B) 7% o 33 BB TR IR A4 R IR 81 B AT A e ) AH A
BE AR BE ORI IR R A 5. R G AR A A
(P 5C) 87 o X BEHT IR KA 232 2 ¢ 3R 5 1 901 ] T L o
S50 2

Opisin

@-,

|
\‘ i
A

DSC CCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHH
PHD. CCCHHHHHHHHHHHHCC (D
Sec.Cons. CCCCCHHHHHHHHHHCC

Alpha helix (Hh) : 10 is 58 82%,
Random coil (Ce) : 7 is 41.18%,
D E

A JPHIEIEME X B OFAIRSFEASNT C R D
YA E IBGRERE
B 5 CeAP1 HAEMEERES

A Homologous sequence alignment B Sequence conservation

analysis C Phylogenetic tree D Secondary structure E  Helical
wheel diagram

Fig. 5 Bioinformatics analysis ofCeAP1

TREE T (E 5D) BR . CeAPT B IR 2 B
W o MR TR LS, 58, 82 % s HiAY Ty 0 ML & kL
41.18% . EJERe I wi (& S5E) R, CeAPL B4 F
Sl Ak BT M RY PR K 43 1 R AR, R K R g R R A
IRk S LR A R b HE B AE o BB E Y L I8 B R
K XA B 7K D, 33X 55 R Al 0 95 T TR 5 A R AE
— 3, KW CeAP1 7 4 Jfl B 1) 7 7K P15 o T IR B P 5
£ o BRIELS 1
2 BEIZ®RIEENE CeAP1 P ZRKEWM

SR B 8 51t 1% v R ) 2 22 KA V1A 3 5 v 1 —
FaEg B LL ddH, O BEHAR N Y R MK 3R 58, LA 30 %
1 70% ) TFE % WA B 40 B B B /K 26 55, W 4%
CeAP1 FEA RV AR P4 55 i — G 450 . 76 KA 3R B
T Z Kk CeAPL JL-F JC 8 € 45 ¥4 5 75 i /K 35 55 (30 %%
TFE #i1 70% TFE) 1, Z K CeAP1 £ 208 nm Fll 222
nm A0 34 1 B ) £ e (18] 6) L X TE 2 22K o R
JE — 25 1 1) ML RVRRAE , U] CeAPL 7E B /K B 5% b ]
BB TR o MRIEL A BIRE CeAPL 73 F7E#E A 4N
FEE By 7K BR 85 rh I K 5 5 R o MRS Y
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—o— Water Table 1 Antimicrobial activity of CeAP1

——30% TFE g L 11

i IR MIC (pmol/L)
—— 70% TFE Pathogenic Microbes

10

240 260

250
Wavelength (nm)

[theta] x10-(deg cm? dmol-!)
o

-30

6 BEZ@NREENE CAP1 IR LN
Fig. 6 CD spectra of the peptide CeAP1

3 CeAPl WY& M iEM

VA LS PR I R 45 (R 7) R L Ce AP ¥ B T I
g 16.0~32. 0 pmol/L B, XF A Z1 41 g i 4 it R
0.42% ~13.12% , R I BC 59 W 006 PE . MR 45 2 i
M4k, Ce AP X A 21 4H A (%) 1 375 > 505 1L {1 (He50)

52.0 pmol/L, FHW CeAPL ¥ ILTE MG .
704

60
50
40

30

Hemolytic activity (o)

20

0 T T
4.0 8.0 16.0 24.0 32.0 44.0 56.0
Concentration (pmol/L)

B 7 CeAPl {3 I i& {4
Fig.7 The hemolytic activity of CeAP1 in vitro

4 CeAP1 HiHEM

MICs Z5 5 (£ D) R, CeAPL Xt 522 fHE F S.
aureus F B. megaterium ) MIC {8 4 %] & 16. 0
pmol/L F132.0 ymol/L;X"Jlié BB E. coli DH5a
FE. cloacae JCH AW 1% P , ZE MR BE 2~ 32. 0 pmol/
L Z&MET  AE BB IE 3 ARG . CeAPT X il R 43 B Y
25 T 24 P A 22 BH A T R 49 3 B A0 o 1 0 R 9
Hxt VRE E156 fil VRE E161 i #:  MIC {H¥8
16. 0 pmol/L, % MRSA16436 Fil MRSA16559 B £ i
MIC {E3¥28 32. 0 pmol/ L, AR F X} it 73 1y 5% 2 M R

Gram-positive bacteria
S. aureus AB 94004 16.0
B. megaterium AB 90008 32.0

Gram-negative bacteria

E. coli DH5a >32.0
E. cloacae AB 2010162 >32.0
Multidrug-resistant bacteria
MRSA 16436CCTCC AB 2015107 32.0
MRSA 16559CCTCC AB 2015110 32.0
VRE E156CCTCC AB 2015103 16.0
VRE E161CCTCC AB 2015104 16.0

5 CeAP1 5 DNA £ &R

CeAP1 5 S. aureus 3£ H 20 DNA 45438 6 45 -
(K 8) MR, Y E Hy = 1.0 pmol/L Af, CeAP1 5
DNA %5 & %% . (13 DNA BHLA 72 SR L AL L i 3
TCvk ) I R B8 Bl A T R B EE S 2.0
pmol/L M AYS S. aureus 3K 4H DNA 454 . HIL
UL, Ce AP BERS 25 5o 40 i 58 E A 400 Jf N 350 15 15 4 i
SEPIZH DNA F1 RNA AHES & i) 8 B 55 . 5 3

YR A FET .
BSA CeAP1
(Mmol/L) (Mmol/L)
10 20 0 02 05 1.0 20

B 8 CeAP1 5 S.aureus EF A DNA £ &iXK
Fig. 8 Gel retardation assays of CeAP1 binding S. aureus
genomic DNA

6 CeAPl FXHE M

M E CeAP1 XF MRSA 16436 T ¥k ity if 6] - 4% & th
&P HPE R A . 5 R 9 BoR L BEE 2K
CeAP1 M FEERIG M, R R IG M B4 hn, 2 1X
MIC ¥ £ i 2 ik CeAP1 Ab# MRSA 16436 B}, 7E 5
min PN PR S S8 20 B L 40 R AE TG R AR S 6. 8000 4
X MIC ¥ B () Z Ik CeAP1 kb3 MRSA 16436, 7E 15
min P4 AETE R TR E ., MILZ N, B
Xf HEZH 40 B B H AE 5 min J5 A SR 4k £E 34 i, 1 X MIC
e B 1Y Sk 76 0 i Ak PR ZH 20 TR A H L IR RUIRAS
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[
|

|

Log (viabe counts per ml)
~ w
L

o

T T * T T ¢ d
10 20 30 40 50 60 70
i) (min)
—&— Negative control - 1 XMIC CeAP1 —e—2XMIC CeAP1
4XMIC CeAP1  —#— 1 XMIC k7MEf5

o

9 CeAP1 X MRSA 16436 & &k i At [8]- 3% & i £&
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